Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
St. Andrew’s Church
August 23, 2026

St. Andrew's Episcopal Church is called to love God and to love one another
through worship, fellowship, education, and outreach; and looks for opportunities
to collaborate and serve throughout our community and the world.



All stand.

Opening Hymn LEVAS #219

This is the day
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Words: Psalm 118:24
Music: Les Garrett

Music Copyright © 1967 SCRIPTURE IN SONG (Administered by MARANATHA! MUSIC c/o The Copyright
Company, Nashville, TN). All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured. Used by Permission.



Opening Acclamation

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Creator, Redeemer, and Giver of Life.
All: And blessed be God’s reign, now and forever. Amen.

Song of Praise Hymnal #370, verse 6
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Celebrant:  Let us pray.
All: Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity

by your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the
glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



Please be seated.

LEM
A Reading from the Book of Exodus Exodus 1:8-2:10

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, “Look, the
Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with
them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and
escape from the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced
labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were
oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the
Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives
bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless
in all the tasks that they imposed on them.

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the
other Puah, “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if
it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” But the midwives feared God; they did not
do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt
summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to
live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian
women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” So God dealt
well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong. And because the
midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every
boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.”

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived
and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. When she
could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and
pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister
stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the
river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she
saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him, “This must be one of the Hebrews’
children,” she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse
from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So
the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and
nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed it.



When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son.
She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.”

LEM: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

All: Thanks be to God.

LECTOR

Psalm of the day Psalm 124

read responsively, by half verse.

1 If the Lord had not been on our side, *
let Israel now say;

2 If the Lord had not been on our side, *
when enemies rose up against us;
3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive *
in their fierce anger toward us;
4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *
and the torrent gone over us;
5 Then would the raging waters *
have gone right over us.
6 Blessed be the Lord! *
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.
7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; *
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.

8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, *
the maker of heaven and earth.

LECTOR
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans Romans 12:1-8

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may
discern what is the will of God-- what is good and acceptable and perfect.

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith



that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have
the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are
members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy,
in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in
exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
All: Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn #487 Come my Way, my Truth
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Words: George Herbert (1593-16033). Music: The Call, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958).



The Gospel Matthew 16:13-20

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
All: Glory to you, O Christ.

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and
still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that [ am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered
him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but
my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.

Celebrant:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon

An Affirmation of Faith

Please stand and face the cross.

We believe in God above us,
Creator of all things, sustainer of all life.

We believe in Christ beside us,
Companion and friend, redeemer of all the broken pieces of our universe.

We believe in Spirit deep within us,
Advocate and guide, who lives with us eternally.

We believe in God’s resurrection-created world,
Where all things depend on each other, and all creation fits together in vibrant

harmonies.

We believe in God above, beside, within,
God yesterday, today and forever, the three in one, the one in three,

We believe in God.



LEM

The Prayers of the People

Remain standing. The people are encouraged to add their own petitions.

LEM:

All:

LEM:

All:

LEM:

All:

LEM:

All:

LEM:

All:

LEM:

In confidence we pray, .

Come Holy Spirit;
and renew the face of the earth.

Your majesty is praised from all creation: Let the leaders of our nation and all in
authority, and all who work for justice throughout the world live in the grace of
Jesus, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit.

Come Holy Spirit;
and renew the face of the earth.

The whole creation is yours, O God — earth and sky and waters, trees and plants,
birds and animals of all kinds: Bless everything that lives and protect your people
everywhere, that all may enjoy the fruits of the earth, and be free from hunger,
oppression and injustice.

Come Holy Spirit;
and renew the face of the earth.

I ask your prayers for the Lenape, Munsee, and Esopus peoples, original settlers
of these lands

Come Holy Spirit;
and renew the face of the earth.

I ask your prayers for those who are poor, sick, hungry, oppressed, and in prison.
Pray for members of our community Charles, Edna, Sheila, Lisa, Mary, Gabriel,
Joan, Gwenn, Nancy, Patricia, Ola, Joe, Janet, Charles, Martha, Elizabeth,
James, Linda, Christine, Jen, Jacob, Gisela, Miles, Rodger, Jennifer, Ann,
Laura, Renee, Terrell, Davette, all facing exclusion or harm, and those we now
name. . . . Pray for those in any need or trouble.

Come Holy Spirit;
and renew the face of the earth.

I ask your prayers for those celebrating birthdays, anniversaries, or
accomplishments, especially Janet & Charles on their anniversary, and we pray
for those we now name. [Please add your own names, aloud].



All: Come Holy Spirit;
and renew the face of the earth.

LEM: I ask your prayers for the departed, especially Bill Terpening on the first
anniversary of his death, and those we now name... [pause]. Pray for those who
have died.

All: Come Holy Spirit;

and renew the face of the earth.

LEM: We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence may be kept.
All: Have mercy upon us, most merciful God; in your compassion forgive us our

sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us
by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor
and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Remain standing.

Celebrant:  The peace of Christ be always with you.
All: And also with you.

The Holy Communion
The Offertory Sentence

Celebrant:  Come to the table made ready for those who love God and those who want to love
God more.
Come you who have much faith and you who have little;
you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time;
You who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, it is Christ who invites you to be known and fed here.



Offertory Hymn #209

We walk by faith
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Words: Henry Allord (1810-1871), alt. Music: St. Botolph, Gordon Slater (1896-1979). By permission of Oxlord University

Press.

All are welcome to receive communion. Gluten-free wafers are available and if you would like to
receive a blessing, you may come to the altar and cross your hands over your chest.
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Please stand as you are able.
The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant: ~ The Spirit of God be with you.
All: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Holy One.

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant Thanks and praise, glory and honor are rightly yours, God of life. In the
beginning, your Spirit moved across the face of the waters, and when we were
formed from the red dust of the earth, you breathed into us the breath of life. Even
when we resisted and grieved you, your Spirit came upon diverse
people, empowering them to speak your word of life.

All: Your steadfast love endures forever and ever.

Celebrant And so we praise you with the faithful of every time and place, gathered in word
and spirit with choirs of angels and the whole creation in the eternal hymn

11
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in the pame of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high-est.

In the fullness of time, you gave us your Son Jesus Christ, to be for us the way,
the truth, and the life. At his baptism in the Jordan your Spirit came upon

him declaring him to be your beloved Son.

With your Spirit within him he resisted temptation; he proclaimed justice to
all peoples, good news to the poor, release to the captives, sight for the blind,
and liberty for those who are oppressed.

In that never-to-be-forgotten night, the night of his betrayal, as he sat at the table
with his friends, he took bread, gave you thanks, broke it, gave it to his disciples,
and said:

“Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you.”

When supper was over, he took the cup, gave you thanks, gave it to his disciples,
and said:

12



All:

Celebrant:

“Drink from this all of you; this is my blood, poured out for you and for
all, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.”

On that never-to-be-forgotten day when you raised him from the dead, he was
recognized by his disciples in the breaking of the bread, and in the power of your
Holy Spirit your people have continued in the breaking of the bread and in prayer.
Remembering his death and resurrection, his ascension and his promise to be with

us always, we pray that you will send the power of your Holy Spirit upon us and
upon these gifts, blessing this sharing of bread and wine, Christ’s life in us.

All:
following Jesus Christ our Lord.

Celebrant:

Send us as your witnesses into all the world, empowered by your Spirit and

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By whom, and with whom, in the

unity of the Holy Spirit, All honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and

forever.
All: Amen.

Celebrant:
your heart,

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us,
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray in the language that is closest to

Translated from Aramaic
“Our Father who is everywhere
Your name is sacred.
Your kingdom is come.
Your will is throughout the earth
Even as it is throughout the universe

You give us our needful bread from day
to day,

And you forgive us our offenses
Even as we forgive our offenders.

And you let us not enter into
materialism.

But you separate us from error.
Because yours are the kingdom, the

power and the song and praise.
From all ages, throughout all ages.
Amen.”



The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant: We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
All: We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

Celebrant:  The gifts of God for the people of God.
All: May we who share these gifts be found in Christ and Christ in us.

Post Communion Prayer

Celebrant:  Let us pray.

All: God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of
salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have
made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth

in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the
world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Blessing

Please stand to receive God'’s blessing.

Celebrant:  The Wisdom of God, the Love of God, and the Grace of God strengthen you to be
Christ’s hands and heart in this world, in the name of the Holy Trinity. Amen.

Announcements
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Closing Hymn LEVAS #201 D’ve got peace
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Words: Traditional, Music: Negro Spiritual.

The Dismissal

Celebrant:

Spirit!

All:

Postlude

Thanks be to God.

Worship has ended, the work has begun:
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Let us go forth in the power of the Holy



LAY MINISTER SCHEDULE FOR TODAY

Celebrant: Rev. Allison Moore
LEM: Rae Slingerland
Lector: Charlene Wynkoop
Usher: David Slingerland
Altar Guild: Cathy Kelly

Music: Charles Frommer
Live Stream Tech: Jane Conger

Sources of liturgy:

Eucharistic Prayer and Prayers of the People, St. Mark’s in the Bowery, 2016
Affirmation of faith — from the Lenten series Journey into Wholeness written by
Christine Sine. Published in 2009 by Mustard Seed Associates

Lord’s Prayer Noohra Foundation

Canticle of Julian excerpts from Showings, Summations 54, 59.

Dismissal, which is attributed to Deacon Francie)
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